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| am an only child, a cheerful girl.

| was born on December 15 in Thilisi,
the city of love and kindness.

My birth was a loud one. Reportedly

| laughed instead of crying that caused
bewilderment among doctors.

| have laughed since then and made
everyone around me laugh.

| laugh when | feel well, and | laugh
when | feel down. | have spent whole
44 years laughing and came to realize
that the world is just the way you

create it! So, laugh away!



FOREWARD

In early 2020, the world changed abruptly as if the earth had turned upside down... Covid-19
dictated to mankind its own rules, and demanded that life should continue its way. Free-
spirited people suddenly found themselves under the threat of this unknown virus. Despite
resistance from millions of planet-dwellers, the invisible enemy celebrated its victory, and
— albeit temporarily — visited me. Looking at the visitor, | realized that instead of fighting
it, | had better investigate its identity, make friends with it, and channel the panic, feelings,
and negative sentiments itbrought for the good of people. .. This is how Cora-Corona-Covid
penetrated my home, my inner circle of friends. A tiny little Cora whose backstory fit into this
short novella, who gradually faded, diminished, and trivialized all the trepidation it caused.
Thus, Cora became a daily character of my Facebook page, and then a friend and well-
wisher of the people who had lost all hope because of the virus... somehow, | couldn't leave
italone. Enduring its brief visit to my family and saying goodbye to it would notbe that easy.
This 1s why | had to introduce it to my most beloved childhood hero — the Little Prince by
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry - so that it became nobler, more humane. It's also why, the story
of Cora reflects my childhood, inthe form of the Prince... “I ranto the Little Prince. . to share
my Jjoy with him at least. But to you, | will never return... | wantyou to love me, miss me, and

wait forme forever!” This is the way 1'd like to present my thoughts and concerns.

| hope the reader realizes why it was created, and | hope they will kiss Cora goodbye in the
same way as Cora's creator did... We do not fear it! Dan't be afraid! It walks the earth full

of love.



CORA

PART |
DAY ONE

B

Introduction

Morning. | wake up with no taste or smell.

Infected. Covid positive.

My reaction: Oops...

| get in the car A little girl 15 grimacing next to me, with pigtails. She looks a little like Pippi, but a
bit darker, chubby, and foolish.

~Who are you? —1| ask her.

She does not reply. | push her from the car. She refuses to leave.

Sitting there stubbormly, she keeps silent and observes me with an enigmatic smile.

| stop the car. Hurriedly get out and go to my apartment.

She does not follow me there. ..

| have no fever, no cough or tiredness, nor pain in the muscles.

Just a bit of flu.

| don't talk to anyone other than the doctor who gives me a prescription.

| am irritated that | have to stay at home for 12 days, and a little afraid, hoping it does not affect
my ailing stomach, turning it against me.

| call the lab and make an appointment for the lab tests tomorrow.

They will come the next morning.

| can't wait till morning and hurriedly go to bed.

At daybreak, | wake up to a loud thump.

Wham! | situp on the bed, my heart pounding.

There sheis, the dark Pippi with her pigtails, rolling on the floor and giggling.

| switch the light on.

~0oh, | fell from your wardrobe, — she chortles.

—Who are you and what are you doing here? —| ask her.

~Me? I'm Cora, C-0-r-0-n-a, —she spells out for me and jumps onto the wardrobe again.
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She settles down, her plump legs hanging down. Like the true Pippi, she is wearing yellow and
green stockings. She smoaoths down her pants, tucks her striped shirt in her jeans, and starts
swinging her legs. Huge, dark eyes, a small, upturned nose, and disproportionate lips —the
upper lip smaller, and the lower lip a little larger. Two long black pigtails tied with orange and
light blue nbbons. Hollowed out cheeks, with dimples, and always wearing a sad smile.

—This is my home. I'm going to live here for 12 days, —she told me and giggled.

| go back to sleep. I'm not sure about her though.




Morning. 9 am.
Doorbell ringing.
It's the lab.

DAY TWO

-

Adapting

They struggled with my veins to get the blood.

My veins turned out to be shifting around, trying to avoid the needle, and then burst

They are playful like me.

One, two, three punctures. The fourth was a success!

Cora stands beside the doctor and
shuts her eyes at each puncture.
She's scared just like me.

The doctor thinks she is my daughter
and coaxes her, wondering why she is
not wearing a mask in my room.

The results will be available in the
evening.

The doctor left.

—~Was it too painful? —she asks.
—Not so much, —| answer.

—| am afraid of needles, | can't watch
needle shots, but | didn’t leave you
alone.

—If you hadn't arrived, | wouldn't have
to be punctured, —| tell her.

—I'm here so that| can leave forever

| don't get her, but don't ask anything.




She's getting on my nerves.

My mother Nana pushed a breakfast tray into the room. If she could, she would build
another wall between us. That's how much she's afraid.

The eggy bread tastes like straw. | try the tea. It tastes like piss.

—Can | have some eggy bread? —she asks, sitting down beside me.

| divide 1t in half and let her have it.

— Be careful not to catch the virus, — | joke and we both laugh.

— Mmm, so delicious!

Suddenly she jumps up, beating her breast as a sign of pleasure

—|'ve got your taste; |'ve got your taste .. — She is yelling in my ear.

| run after her, ready to strangle her, but | can't reach her, she hops about like a
grasshopper. We ran around for a quarter of an hour and | crashed on the bed, out of
breath.

—You need exercise, that's why you couldn't catch me, —she tells me and jumps up to the
top of the wardrobe again, strikes a pose, and starts swinging her feet, banging on the
wardrobe.

| fall asleep.



DAY THREE
- 3

Tusiko’s birthday

| wake up to Cora’s singsong murmur in my ear:

Happy birthday to you,

Happy birthday to you,

Happy birthday dear Tusiko,

Happy birthday to youuuu!!!

—Wake up! It's your Tusiko's birthday!!! Be the first to congratulate her, —she warns.

“Just look at this cheeky little one! Reminding me of my daughter's birthday and waking me
up into the bargain” —I'm thinking to myself, getting out of bed hurriedly.

| call Tusa, congratulate her .. irritated that| can't see her or hug her

—If you didn't arrive, | would embrace my daughter, she would bring her friends and have
fun. But no, you had to come and ruin everything. Now she’s stuck at home, isolated, — | yell
into her face.

She suddenly crumbled, taking on a sad face, and said nothing.

| did not expect that.

She kept silent until the evening, sitting on the top of the wardrobe, looking down her plump
fingers and not swinging her feet anymore.

Every time | entered the room, | would open the wardrobe, pretending that | had some
business there and stealing glances at her. She just sat there, watching me in silence.

My mother provided lunch in a metal bowl. One similar to those used in prison to feed
prisoners. Where on earth did she get one? She did not even touch it. She is such a coward
and strictly follows all the regulations. Moreover, even in the bed she wears mask and never
touches the items | have touched before. As she is aged and by profession she Is a doctor —|
understand her | put the bowl on the dresser in the hall, she came in with another plate and
sloped the food down into the metal bowl. Then dinner arrived. She did not budge from the
wardrobe.

| spent the day watching a TV show and went to bed.

—Aren't you hungry? You haven't eaten anything today, - | asked outof politeness.

She shook her head.

— You know, Tika, | will never have kids. I'm not allowed. Today | wanted to have fun with
Tusiko, but after what you said | changed my mind. As if it were my fault that | was born like
this, —she told me, a tear rolling down her cheek.

| tucked myself in the warm bed, without giving her any answer.

But | was thinking to myself: She's right, it's not her fault she came to the world like this.
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DAY FOUR
B

Making friends

| wake up to a shriek of laughterat 8 am.

-What's up? What are you laughing at this early morning? — | ask her rubbing my eyes.

- You were raving all night, telling funny stories about your friends. ..

~What exactly?

— Well, you mentioned your friend long-necked Bokuchava, claiming she was not a proper
therapist, that you've lied to her all your life and she allows herself to be deluded Then you
told the story of your friend "queen” Tato, when a cat jumped at her out of a trash bin and
clawed her face. Then, the Kakhadze sisters —one of them Is always a toastmaster and the
other with legs so long that they stick out of bed. The story of when you hid in the bookcase
at work and scared the hell out of Vika the accountant, also the story of your boss Irina
married for the umpteenth time, and countless congratulations on her weddings. Fiction story
about Tazo's Russian wife Ludmila, with a dubious past, Gela's ‘looks’, the tricks played in
Barcelona, and the story of Khutkunchula'. Then you mentioned old and new lovers, and it
went on and on. |'ve learned everything there is to know about you in one night, and had a
lot of fun. | listened and sniggered, and was just a little louder in the morning. I'm sorry if |
woke you up.

| drag myself off the bed and shuffle into the bathroom for my morning routine.

As soon as | was back, | found her sitting at the table having set the dishes, waiting for
my mother to bring breakfast. Since that day, we became friends. We ate whatever Nana
provided for us, watched movies and tv shows, read, laughed, sang, and danced together,
did exercise, blew up balloons, and walked to and fro in the bedroom so that | did not spend
all the time lying around. | was annoyed that | couldn't taste anything, while she ate heartily.
My annoyance amused her — she would reset my almost cured head cold for five minutes
exactly and then let it pass.

On one occasion, when | was reclining in bed, she brought me a plateful of oranges. As she
put the plate down, | realized | could smell them! Can you believe 1t? | could smell! | attacked
the oranges and gobbled them up, marveling at the taste ‘Finally, it is back!" | shouted.
| rushed to the bathroom, smelled the toothpaste... nothing... rushed back, grabbed the
orange peels, brought it to my nose, and smelled... nothing, | smelled again. Still nothing.
— This is the way this game works, —Cora told me, — Sometimes you can smell, sometimes
you can't.

She jumped up to the top of the wardrobe, struck herusual pose, and swung her feet

1 the main character of a Georgian folk tale
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